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Simple rules of tajweed

Introduction

Tajweed literally means to adorn and beautify. In the context of
the recitation of the Quraan Shareef, tajweed refers to the correct
pronunciation of the letters and applying the various rules of
recitation.

The importance of Tajweed cannot be overemphasized. The
recitation of the Qur'aan Shareef in salaah is compulsory. Often,
due to not reciting the Qur'aan Shareef with Tajweed, the salaah is
affected. It is therefore necessary to learn Tajweed so that the
Qur’'aan Shareef may be recited correctly.

Arabic is a very delicate language. A slight mispronunciation can
completely change the meaning. The word Qalb means heart. If
the Qaaf in Qalb is not pronounced correctly and instead, it is
pronounced as a kaaf, the meaning changes to “dog!” In Surah
Kausar the word “wan Har” means sacrifice. If the Haa is not
pronounced correctly the meaning changes to “scold!” It is thus
obvious that the rules of Tajweed must be applied in the recitation
of the Qur'aan Shareef.

There are many detailed laws of tajweed which take a long time to
study. However this booklet contains the most basic laws which, if
learnt thoroughly, will enable a learner on the Maktab level to
recite the Quraan Shareef correctly. It must nevertheless be
remembered that the correct application of the rules of
tajweed depends upon listening to its application by someone
who has learnt how to recite the Qur'aan Shareef with
Tajweed. Thus the teacher must clearly recite the various
examples to the children, highlighting the particular rule that is
being applied therein. The children must then be made to
repeatedly practice the examples in the book with additional
examples from the Qur'aan Shareef in order to fully grasp the
application of the rule.
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Simple rules of tajweed

Makhaarij of Letters

Letters

Pronounced from:

Throat Letters

dd

The TOP of the Throat.

e

The MIDDLE of the Throat.

o5 The BOTTOM of the Throat.
Lip Letters
o When the wet part of both lips meet.
¢ When the dry part of both lips meet.
9 The incomplete meeting of both lips.
U The edge of the top teeth touching the bottom lip
not forcefully.
. The backmost portion of the tongue touches the
© palate.
The back portion of the tongue touches the palate
4 e .
a little in front of the makhraj of 3
J The SIDE of the TONGUE touches the gums of the
Molars from one side to the other.
3 The SIDE of the TONGUE touches the gums of the

canines.




Simple rules of tajweed

Letters Pronounced from:
The tip of the tongue touching the roots of the top
J four front teeth.
. The SIDE of the TONGUE touching the upper back
Sag teeth
Sy The TIP of the TONGUE touching the edge of the
S
top two front teeth.
o b The TIP of the TONGUE touching the roots of the
SO
top two front teeth.
. The TIP of the TONGUE touching the edge of the
BRGNS o

bottom two front teeth & a bit of the top teeth.

&

LSQ’"’C

The CENTRE of the TONGUE touching the palate.
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Makhaarij

(Correct pronunciation of letters)
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Special letters
Do not confuse the letters in the first row with the similar sounding letters in the
second row.
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Full Mouth Letters

These seven letters will always be read with a full
mouth.
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Open Letters

> > 8 \

S,

1. If there is fathah before alif then it is called alif-maddah.
2. If there is dammah before waw sakin then it is called as waw-maddah.
3. If there is kasrah before ya then it is called ya-maddah.

Pull the letter for the duration of one Alif

5,53l R i |

\C\v

rd
-
> 5 w” 2 5 ' -
P oo ) rd o rd
—~ ‘n/ “w

Closed Letters

Be careful not to drag a closed letter

1213/ 5/ % a//
O vy lf]\-’-ﬁusf e

> s\l 7157, > 2 ’/ /9/
LIl | gt G Is

(- 3l> < ’/1 S
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Ghunnah

Whenever Noon or Meem has a Tashdeed, make
Ghunnah (a long nasal sound).

gcw/)/ j, C“% /% 1 5 C,.’),
Z . 2: |2
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Izhaar

If any of the following letters come after a Noon Saakin (Q) or

Tanween (; ) , Izhaar will be made.

dddatt

Izhaar means to recite without a nasal sound

(without pulling).
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lkhfaa

IKHFAA: If any of the following letters appear after Noon Saakin or
Tanween, Ikhfaa (a nasal sound equal to one alif) should be made.

ﬂédékubuouiwjbscé)&

Example ((._) Example (&) Example (&)
»2 2 2155 2 1223) a3 A
T le | Sl e | d e Ol
> - ’f 5% WX - 2 . . s
VR EIC A I |V FUN B B W e
Example (3) Example (3) Example (5)
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Example (_,~)
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lkhfaa

=

e

z _ w
*» - -

Example (L) Example (L) Example ()

> 3 ff/f N > .2 2 > w
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Example (&) Example () Example (&)
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Simple rules of tajweed

If after noon saakin () or tanween (I~

the letters ¢ O appear then make idghaam (join

the letters without pronouncing the noon Saakin or
tanween) and make ghunnah (nasal sound).

~ -
/7’ 3 1w 5 - Q,,w 9/
gl O S
*»

g z 8~
*»

Lol dale | J0 G | el | O

P

~ ~

> 5 w > *f
P | Gae | B | o

S5 S | 22655 0 | G325 581

If after noon saakin or tanween the letters , appear then

join the letters and do not make ghunnah.

~ ~
s 8 S - % s wes gfﬁ (s d
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Oalb

If the letter o appears after Noon Saakin or Tanween, Qalb will be

made. Qalb means that the Noon or Tanween will change into a »
and recited with Ghunnah.

P 7 ) ) - ~.
/ Read N /" Written
4 N 4 N\
1l . r- = . rd ra rd
*
R ~ U’A
N 4 - J
4 N\ 4 N\
!’/ > > >
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- J N J
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4 N\ 4 N\
‘/ > 2% { - . 27
L‘ - IS (J/

. 4 . ~ - J
4 N\ 4 N\
& 2kt VIV

- & r - - & P
A\ ~ 4 A\ ~ J
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Rules of Meem

The Meem Saakin has three rules

IDGHAAM: /f a Meem appears after Meem Saakin,
ghunna will be made.

- >
W 7} w C
> .
LS'ffb'*'ﬁ..
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w 9).\
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-2 /f-é-’

19}/75 s 2 ,/\
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IKHFAA: If a Baa appears after Meem Saakin, lkhfaa will

be made

~
> S,

5

s 8,2, 5 2 > 7
f-é-%-.’f-é-:’-"\-"

IZHAAR: /fany letter besides Baa and Meem appears
after Meem Saakin, do not make ghunnah.

~ ~
@’Tbﬁ/f P /’/ 2.5 /7/5.\' s 2 f’ P 1
o r-é-b H”-*'*S“ J-*"—:;J r&%-}
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Rules of Raa

Raa with a Fat-ha (Zabar) or Dhammah (Pesh)
OR
Raa Saakin with a Fat-ha or Dhamma before it

will be read with a Full Mouth.

s> o % T~ // >t~ % 9//
=5 | 380 Lo (B
_ s

553 | 4 | SN
g Z @f >

-
-

Raa with a Kasrah or Raa Saakin with a Kasrah before
it will be read with an Empty Mouth.

O 77' > fo:/ >1’~
G50 (88 | B (55
f’é,; =% < 8 < 5% >
FHS] (55 | (el )5 G
.? _ 2\ % s 3 ~?/ .
Jaely (086 KAl :
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Laam of Allah

If a Dhammah (Pesh) or Fat-ha (Zabar) comes before the
word “Allah”, it will be read with a Full Mouth (Tafkheem).

f’_\ {\
A A R
{\/ {\ {"\
A | s o_s\y’*
7 7
AR A e

If a Kasrah (Zer) comes before the word “Allah’; it will
be read with an Empty Mouth (Tarqeeq).

JO J 2y
x_) ‘wﬁ

J0 zdd NS
x_) o

A0 gE | Ao il | doieu
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Simple rules of tajweed

Oalqalah

v >3
If any of the letters of > C < L3 (.;b- C;b)
has a saakin / jazam, Qalqalah will be made.

Qalqgalah means to make an echoing sound.

“w~ .’.“

~ z
P ~ *»
5 )0 Ga 2a2ila
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5 -
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The same rule applies if the Saakin is due to Waqf (stopping).
(the last letter of the Aayat will be read with a saakin)

S . @5 . 17 -
*" *" *
Gl RO e </9-\~9 S
L.ZJSL ‘g.:é LU L
-~ -~ ; * - = P -

5> 88

Gz | T7 | T T
SVOA i}’ij .33;3 >

Take care: When making Qalqalah, take care thata
Harkat (Zabar, Zer or Pesh) is not created Jo- should

not be read as J.c-
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Mudd

There are two types of Mudd:
1.Short Mudd ~~ 2.Long Mudd

Short Mudd - Pull for 2 Alifs Long Mudd - Pull for 4 Alifs

-
JHPEN Jies ;}3@1
}J“( ) *\/ s ¥ s~ -
s 2 WV5 P L, 3
521213 Ol 2 oS E s
,)z)-‘/ ;Vfﬂ > -~ ;v/
f'é_’;b' QL.’LQU.A s’-\.“g
-
- ) ~ ) - )
uMé r W.Crg'
V/}/'; ) ,../// V/}")'/ Y o~
N3a dIY5 Y5 dI Y
- - /"'/; - > <
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Symbols of Waqf (Stopping)

e

stop.

This sign indicates that you must

4\53.5 J@ )’C.Z\.\.@

> 9872

\J\)\ TS u;w 35aes sl G

7/w

Py

These signs indicate

that the stop is

emphasised.

305 B oo ) s 8588 5 S5 O 5 235
@ & ,'*ngab\jjs\jf\.g{

’;iﬂ\

33 e

These signs indicate that you have
the option to stop.

”’\’), r_ésd

VoL e
MERIINE

Gids 6

P
“s5 5

S alit

e

Do not stop. If it comes in the middle
of the Aayat on it’s own

_ NN R >
s 2al3 G G315 5 585 Il 1SS
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Rules of Waqf (Stopping)

1. The general rule of waqf is to remove the harkat of
the last letter and replace it with a sukoon / jazam.

2 Pt 1% - ~ 4 // -1
AR ?J}C k}b k.a.u.S S}“‘),} (;ei i}\
I I I I I Il I
4 g 3 A A T o
23 | a8 o [CZZS Syl Vi el

2. If the last letter has a fat-hatain / do zabar, take out
one fatha / zabar and read the alif after it. (If there

isn’t an alif, add one).

dis | A [VE S Bl | 2y | F
f I f M I I
1 g L U s 4
Bh5a | B15 [1-28 | S Qs | 1528 | W24

3. If the last letter is a round taa (‘5 3_), change it to a

(small) haa (o a_ ) and put a sukoon / jazam on it.

z _z z - s - et C’ - B < Z e
S| el |l | 555 ) sl | g
1] I | I |
A% A% A% v v A% %
= > - > - > 2 - > < _ > _ 3 @
:}}i.: 6\;3\9- 4\:4\0 °j,§"\" iﬂ:—\) d\t.ébtc Z:\;.
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4. If the last letter is an alif with a fatha / zabar before
it or if the last letter has a sukoon / jazam or the last
letter has a fatha muqaddara / khara zabar, no
change will take place when making waqf.

\

NER RS y uw < uj«.fa LS| US| BYS
I i i il I I I
U U R LU I

¥
el Enn |BEs | B | WYs

P

Y
¥
C
\7',

5. If Huroof-e-Madd (| ; () comes before the last
letter, then pull slightly when making waqf.

DR s8> L 8% @ 5

7/?; < 5 < 2 TN e 5> 7
DR | S| ot 55 O | )
il n

(e

I Il I Il
g
P 7@?1 ’.':J\i" »é/’t’i fi}j ’TU’“Y
O [ O | ol |] O | )

6. If the last letter has a tashdeed, pull a little when
making waqf.

se-| 7. 2 - LT 2o PR Z
n n n . n n n
1| ¢ 1| < 1| |t iyt
w - “ - w - W 7 8 w - P - %
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Notes
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